
KWS Face Covering Policy (Revised 10/9/20, 5/10/21) 

The Kimberton Waldorf School’s face covering policy reflects the latest information about face coverings 

and recent guidance and requirements for schools. The Kimberton Waldorf School’s face covering policy 

acknowledges the wide diversity of needs in the community and our social responsibility to protect one 

another.  While there may be a variety of viewpoints and perspectives on face coverings, as a school we 

are a community. We are also part of a much larger community beyond ourselves, and we have an 

obligation to do what we can to protect one another and support our community's health and wellbeing. 

Our hope is that each one of us can see the necessity of supporting the whole, and doing our best to find 

a unified center.   

• The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends cloth face coverings for children over the age 
of two, and their recommendations state that “plans for the safe return of children to school, 
childcare, and other group settings must include the universal use of cloth face coverings by 
children 2 years of age and older and the adults with whom they interact.”

• On August 17,  2020 schools received a letter from the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
informing schools that the Pennsylvania Department of Health was requiring students in schools 
wear face coverings at all times even when 6 feet of physical spacing can be maintained. Students 
can remove face coverings for “eating and drinking when spaced at least 6 feet apart; or when 
wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition in which to operate equipment or execute a 
task; or at least 6 feet apart during ‘face-covering breaks’ to last no longer than 10 minutes.”

• On May 7, 2021  the Chester County Health Department issued the following guidance to schools: 
"Any student (or staff) engaging in high exertion OUTDOOR activities, including but not limited to, 

athletics, exercise, or play activities, is NOT required to wear masks when actively engaged in 
those activities."

• Face masks are considered an effective tool to stop the spread of coronavirus since they protect 
the people around a person wearing a mask. They are considered more effective at protecting 
others than face shields.

• Because of the role that face masks play in reducing the spread of coronavirus, KWS requires that 
all of our students and employees wear face masks. Students or employees who have a medical 
or mental health condition or a disability that limits wearing a face mask in school must provide 
medical documentation and receive written approval by the COVID Response Coordinator

Therefore: 

• Students in all grades will wear face masks at all times, both indoors and outdoors, except for 
when eating and drinking and spaced 6 feet apart and during face mask breaks when spaced 6 
feet apart. However, 

• Students (and staff) may remove their face masks when engaged OUTDOORS in the following:

o Play activities for Rosebud and Kindergarten

o Recess for Grade 1-12 students

o Organized class walks/hikes



o PE/Games Class

o Gardening

• Teachers will provide face mask breaks for students during classes. Face mask breaks will be 
provided at least every 40 minutes for no more than 10 minutes.  These breaks will happen 
outdoors when weather permits.

• Faculty and staff will be wearing face masks and will also be able to take regular face mask breaks.

• In Early Childhood, at both Rosebud and Kindergarten, and First Grade face masks will be worn 
at all times while indoors, except when eating and drinking and at rest time. Teachers will model 
for and guide the children to the best of their ability and as developmentally appropriate.  Face 
mask breaks and an environment in which the children's well-being both physically and 
emotionally is addressed will be maintained.

• Visitors and parents must wear face masks on campus.

• Parents are expected to provide clean face masks for their children.


